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with frequent showers. Heavy  rain began on the afternoon 
of Easter Day, and continued with slight intermissions till 
mid-day on Easter  Tuesday. I t  was cold from the 6th 
to t he21s t ;  t empera ture  then rose, and it  was very 
warm on the 29th and  30th. The tota l  rainfall for the 
four completed months  of 1916 is 21.05 inches, or .59 inch 
less than the average of 11 years (21.64 inches). There 
were two wetter Aprils in tha t  period--8.06 inches falling 
in April, 1909, and 5.94 inches in April, 1913; each of those 
wet Aprils was succeeded by  a very hot, d ry  Ju ly  and August. 

P E R I S C O P E .  

THE POLE GATE, DUBLIN: 

I~  reference to the criticism at  pages 411 and 412 as to 
the etymology of " Pole Ga te , "  Sir Charles A. Cameron has 
kindly favoured us with this note : - - "  My reason for stating 
tba t  St. Paul ' s  Gate was a corruption of Pole Gate was as 
follows : - - I n  Warbur ton and Whitelaw's  ' His tory of Dublin ' 
i~ is stated that  the Pole Gate, or Pool Gate,  was so called 
from a confluence of water  in a hollow close to it, and which 
was bridged over in the 14th Century. On the same page, 
74, Volume I. ,  it is further stated that  it was also called St. 
Werburgh 's  Gate. La te r  on it is termed the Pole Gate in 
S~ead's Map of Dublin, 1610. Forty years later the Cor- 
poration referred to the Pole Gate as the St. Paul ' s  Gate, 
clearly a corruption of Pole Ga te . "  

THE INTERSTATE MEDICAL JOURNAL. 

THE number  of " The Inters ta te  Medical Journal  " for April, 
1916, is unuasully rich in a series of surgical and rSntgeno- 
graph articles. Dr. J .  T. Williams contributes an article on 
C~esarean Section, as modified by Davis, in 1905, ; and con- 
cludes that  the operation " may be looked for to displace en- 
tirely high forceps, which is rapidly becoming an unjustifiable 
operat ion."  Although we cannot accept this obiter dict~ 
we nevertheless commend the paper as suggestive, interest- 
ing, and well thought out. 

" An Accurate Method of Localization of Foreign Bodies " 
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is the title of Dr. Beck's contribution, which is a valuable 
supplement to his " Die stereoskopische in der Chirurgie ; ihre 
Vorteile gegenuber dem ein]achen Radiogram," and he 
illustrates the value of the stereoscopic radiograms over simple 
ones by a series of six cases, which are very convincing. Dr: 
Beckman, of Rochester, writes advocating early operation in 
cases of meningeal hemorrhage, and gives a record of success- 
ful operations in conditions not amenable to internal medica- 
tion. Dr. Goodman urges on his professional brethren how 
necessary surgical treatment is for gastric ulcer, and although 
Dieulafoy's great case, reported at the time in our columns, 
convinced the profession that surgery was a safe and trust- 
worthy remedy, the present paper is a valuable contribu- 
tion on the subject as an interesting and lucid exposition of 
the grounds for operation. I t  seems but yesterday since 
Ollier of Lyons directed attention to the presence of tuber- 
cular disease of bones; and it was rather a shock to many 
energetic practitioners ~o learn that t'heir zeal in hip-joint 
disease was withot~t discretion. To-day we read of tuber- 
culax disease of the mammary gland, of how closely it ofttimes 
stimulates carcinoma; and we come in part to understand 
how successful some mammary ablations turned out. For 
a comprehensive story of tuberculosis of the mammary gland, 
well told, brief and readable, we refer our readers to Dr. 
Gatewood's paper in our contemporary. Dr. von Adelung 
writes in favour of the Forlanini method of puncturing the 
pleura for f, he production of pneumothorax. He describes it 
as " simple, safe, painless and successful in ~he hands.of an 
operator who gives attention to details and understands his 
apparatus." The supplement, profusely illustrated, consists 
of three papers. " T h e  RSntgen Ray Study of the 
(Esophagus," by Dr. g. Seth ttirsch; " Observations on 
Duodenal Ulcer with special Reference to its X-Ray 
Diagnosis," by R. Walter Mills; " The Modern RSntgen 
Ray Treatment of Diseases of the Skin," by Dr. H. H. 
Hazen, is well worth preserving. Each article must have en- 
tailed great research and study on its author; one and all are 
the outcome of intimate familiarity with the subject, and ex- 
hibit a wealth of information, with which they have promoted 
our knowledge on the subjects treated of and enriched 
Medicine. 
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INTESTINAL OBSTRUCTION W I T H  ABNORMAL DEVELOPMENT OF 

THE COLON. 

DR. BARCLAY (New Zealand Medical Journal, Vol. XIV., No. 
64) reports the following very unusual case : - -P .  B.,  aged 
twenty-two, suffering from intestinal obstruction. In  the 
right lower quadrant of the abdomen the c~ecum could be seen 
as a swelling that  contracted and relaxed alternately. There 
was distention of the stomach, with vomiting; obstinate con- 
stipation; pulse, 84, temp.,  98 o. A vertical incision of the 
right rectus muscle was made, and the cmcum bulged forward, 
so greatly distended that  it became necessary to incise it and 
evacuate its contents;  the incision was then carefully closed 
by a double row of sutures. An abnormal arrangement of the 
intestines was now seen: " From the still distended cEecum 
the ascending colon passed at once to the left, behind the 
mass of small intestine . . . . .  The sigmoid and ascending 
colon were empty, and the site of the obstruction appeared 
to be some four inches above the c~ecum, at a place where the 
colon was fixed to the posterior abdominal wall by fibrous 
tissue, which appeared continuous with the root of the mesen- 
~ery of the small intestine. Appendectomy was performed 
and a glass tube passed through the lumen of the appendix, 
which gave free exit to the liquid intestinal contents. For a 
day the patient did well : vomiting ceased ; pain was relieved ; 
but  peritonitis developed, and he died forty-one hours after 
operation. 

EDITORIAL NOTE. 

WE regret that, owing to pressure of work, Mr. McArdle has 
not been able to send forward for publication the June instal- 
ment  of a Course of Lectures on Clinical Surgery delivered 
at St. Vincent's Hospital, Dublin. The " Introduction " to 
the Course appeared in the May number of this journal (page 
320). The " Lectures " will be continued in the number for 
July. 

THE EDITORS. 
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ammoniacal, but there was no sugar. A vigorous treatmen~ of 
mercury and potassium iodide was commenced On the sixth 
day control of the rectum was regained. There was slight im- 
provement in the paralysed parts. Unfortunately a few days 
after the patien~ left 'hospital. The diagnosis was gumma 
of the lower part of the cord. The peculiar point to no$ice was 
the very small area of sensory disturbance as compared with 
the large motor area, and the fact that  it was only a portion 
of the area supplied by one nerve, viz., fifth lumbar. A 
point common t~ all these cases was, that  no line of 10 
'hypera~sthesia above the level of the injury was determined. 

Treatment of Myelitis.--As near  as possible absolute rest  
is necessary, the  prone position being best.  The  most care- 
ful nursing must  be insisted on, especially to prevent  bed- 
sores, which are so likely to occur, and the closest at ten- 
tion given to the state of the bladder. Sterilisation of the 
catheter  must  be thorough,  and urotropine given internally.  
Pain  is to be met  by the application of either leeches or 
ice to the spine, and in severe cases by injections of mor- 
phine. L a m i n e c t o m y  in some early cases of t rauma and 
new growths is useful. Drugs are of little or no value in 
any case, except  in syphilis, when the use of mercury and 
iodides should be pushed vigorously. Tonics are usually 
given as a rout ine.  Massage and faradisation of the muscles 
are beneficial. 

PERISCOPE. 

U S E F U L  L E G I S L A T I O N .  

THE Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia 
has issued the following proclamation : - - "  Whereas it is 
desirable in the interests of the public health and welfare to 
prohibit the importation into the Commonwealth of electric 
or magnetic belts, or any belt which is alleged or intended to 
produce a therapeutic effect by electric or magnetic influences. 
Now, therefore, I, Sir R. C. M. Ferguson . . . do hereby 
prohibit the importation into the Commonwealth of Australia 
of electric or magnetic belts, or any belt which is alleged or 
intended to produce a therapeutic effect by electric or magnetic 
iufluence."--The Medical Journal of Australia, August 7, 1915. 
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normal by 5.4 ~ , and January was warmer than normal by 
6.0 ~ . 

The key to the  conditions indicated as characterising the 
past winter is to be found in : - -  

(1) The distribution of atmospheric pressure over the 
Atlantic and Western Europe. 

(2) The resulting prevalent winds: their force or 
weakness. 

(3) The presence in the atmosphere of an undue 
quantity of matter in the form of dust~--chemieal 
or otherwise. 

The harmful effect on human life of ~he bitter cold of 
February and March was shown by the increased mortality 
from diseases of the respiratory system, and especially from 
pneumonia in Dublin during those months when compared 
with January. Fourteen weeks of the year, 1916, were com- 
pleted on April 8. In the first seven weeks, the registered 
deaVhs from pneumonia numbered 70, and those from other 
diseases of the organs of respiration 113. In the second 
seven weeks the corresponding numbers were 133 and 235 
respectively. In the cas~ of pneumonia the increase was 
90 per cent., in that of other respiratory affections it was 
108 per cent. 

PERISCOPE. 

THE NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF IRELAND. 

At a meeting held on Tuesday, April 18, 1916, the Senate 
had under consideration the reports of the examiners upon 
the results of the Spring Medical and Dental Examinations 
recently held, and awarded passes and honours, &c., in con- 
nection therewith. 

The Senate directed that a Special Second Medical Ex- 
amination should be held, beginning on Monday, June 26th, 
19!6, and that it should be open only to candidates, who, if 
qualified as a" result of that examination, undertake at the 
time of entry, to apply at once for positions as naval pro- 
bationers. The latest day for receiving forms of application 
for entry to this examination to be June 1st, 1916. 


